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TICAL 2013 w ill be held in the beaut i f ul c i t y 
o f Car t agena de Indias and t his year i t w ill 
host at least 400 Director of Informat ion and 
Co mmuni c a t i o n s Te c hn o l o gi e s,  ICT, f r o m 
Argent ina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Sa l vado r, Gua tema la, Mex ic o, 
Panama, Per u, Ur uguay, Venezuela, Bo li v ia, 
Cuba, Honduras, Nicaragua and Paraguay. Same 
as in the t wo previous conferences in Panama 
Cit y and Lima, our commitment is st rong.

And i t is st rong because what we are placing 
onstage is the possibili t y for all our directors 
of ICT of par t ic ipat ing in a pr iv ileged meet ing 
space designed for the exchange of exper iences 
an d know ledge and for t he development o f 
ac t ions that w ill cont r ibute to improv ing their 
management mission in their universi t ies for the 
consolidat ion of local and regional interests, 
which make a cont r ibut ion to the const ruct ion 
of the count r ies and societ ies we used to dream 
of and can now actually build.

The work we do on a daily basis f rom each of 
our nat ional net works is unveiling the talent of 
our researchers, teachers and students, and is 
calling for the conduct ion of sustained ef for ts 
which focus on t he generat ion of st rategies 
w hich f avour, base d on t he t echno lo gic a l 
deployment, the mater ialisat ion of the potent ial 
o f our count r ies and our region. That is why 
TICAL ex ists! And this is what we are inv i t ing 
our ICT directors to, to be par t of this scenar io for 
collaboration that will continue to be consolidated 
in 2013 as a unique meet ing space in the region, 
so that authors, speakers and delegates can 
share, benef it and ar t iculate themselves with the 

Lucas Giraldo Ríos   
Execut ive Director of RENATA

Editorial
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most outstanding pract ices, insights and v iews 
on IT for educat ion and science in Lat in Amer ica 
and the rest of the wor ld.

TICAL 2013 is ready to welcome a ll t hose 
who are making ef for ts f rom the technological 
management so that innovat ion and research in 
our higher educat ion inst itut ions st rengthens our 
count r ies in their route towards the generat ion 
of knowledge, contents and progress.

TICAL is ready in 2013 to meet the expectat ions 
of those who see in technology the best catapult 
for the consolidat ion of an inclusive and quali t y 
higher educat ion.

The c ommi t ment o f our nat iona l net wor ks 
and of ever y actor in our work teams is a lso 
related to the responsibili t y of accompany ing 
our ICT direc tors in the interac t ion w i th best 
p r ac t i c e s as s o c i a t e d t o s o lu t i o n s w hi c h 
show, f rom a technological point of v iew, the 
challenges faced by our universi t ies in topics 
r e la t e d t o t he c o op era t i ve ac qui s i t i on o f 
assets and ser v ices, computer gr ids, access 
to digi t a l l ib ra r ies, s imula t ion to o ls, v ir t ua l 
computer laborator ies, so lu t ions fo r pro jec t 
management, management and dist r ibut ion of 
specialised sof t ware, solut ions based on mobile 
dev ices, c lassroom technologies, know ledge 
management, in ter nat iona lisat ion, academic 
mobili t y, c o llabora t i ve ser v ic es and v ir t ua l 
educat ion, among others.

The f inal countdown has already star ted...And 
as i t usually happens these days, once more 
the past and the future come together in one 
single stage to inv i te us to seize the best things 
about leadership and excellence. This is why 
i t is not paradox ical that RedCLAR A, with the 
uncondit ional suppor t of RENATA in Colombia, 

is ready to welcome the people responsible for 
the technological deployment of universi t ies in 
one of the oldest, but most magni f icent c i t ies 
in our cont inent.

Through TICAL we will cont inue rat i f y ing how 
ICT Depar tments make pr iceless cont r ibut ions 
to t he management o f ser v ic es, t o o ls and 
resources, for the benef i t of the academic and 
sc ient i f ic communi t y of prac t ically the ent ire 
cont inent.

So let us hope we can meet in July in Car tagena 
de Indias to par t ic ipate in TICAL.
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“The ser vices hired by RedCLARA are chosen 
among the dif ferent member nat ional networks, 
through a process that is similar to a tender. In 
this process, terms of reference are established 
and the networks submit their proposals, which 
are compared by an assessment commit tee. In the 
case of the SEG and the VNOC, RENATA submit ted 
a proposal which covered all our expectat ions. In 
the case of the VNOC, this was possible because 

RENATA is one of the 
networks with the most 
in t e r na l ex p er i enc e 
in v ide o c o n f e r enc e 
services”, says Gustavo 
G a r c í a ,  Te c h n i c a l 
Manager of RedCLARA.

What are the benef its? 
According to García, 
Re dCL A R A a l w ay s 
a ims t o s t r eng t hen 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  l ink s 
with national networks. 
“Fur thermore, it makes 
it possible to strengthen 
t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n ’s 
capacities at a regional 
level. We know that 
nat ional networks and 

RedCLARA are willing to share information which 
an ex ternal provider could regard as strategic or 
internal”, he adds.

NEG 
NREN: National Education and 
Research Network, RNP, Brazil

The Net work Engineer ing Group, NEG, is in 
charge of the design, planning and implementation 
of RedCLAR A (net work engineer ing plan). It s 
dut ies are to develop RedCLAR A, expand i ts 
ser vices, improve its technical and operat ional 
features, and to super v ise i ts operat ion (task 
done by the NOC) and ser vices.

Marco Antonio Marcos Teixiera

Engineer with a degree in Computer Networks 
f rom the Senac in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, w i th 
a postgraduate f rom the Pont i f icia Universidad 
Católica in the same city. He has vast experience, 
which inc ludes t wo years work ing as senior 
network engineer in Brazil’s national network, RNP, 
f ive years in the operator of satellite connections, 
Telespazio Brazil, and two years as an intern in 
OI (Brazil’s largest telecommunications company).

“My work is to do all the network engineer ing. 
This is rea ll y impor t ant because we are a 

All for one and there is a network for all

These are the faces of the 
services with which RedCLARA 
operates
In order to have a high-quality connection and services and systems which 
support science and research in Latin America, RedCLARA requires the support 
from its members for network operation and management. Four services (NEG, 
the NOC, the SEG and the VNOC) are developed by national networks and below 
we introduce the people and faces who are in charge of them

Tania Altamirano L.

 Gustavo García, Gerente Técnico de RedCLARA
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“net work” (set of equipment connected through 
links, protocols) and w i thout management we 
could not have any customers. The NEG is the 
group that gives li fe to the network. Without the 
NEG there wouldn’t be links, routing, protocols and 
much more. The main goal for 2013 is to act ivate 
the 2.5 Panama-Brazil-Chile links and to change 
the old routers for the new ones we have”.

“I think that keeping the network’s good qualit y 
helps t he development o f smaller nat iona l 
networks and especially it makes it possible to 
implement RedCLARA. Before there were lots of 
ideas, but with the help of the NEG ideas became 
a realit y”, concludes Teixeira.

NOC 
NREN: REUNA (National University 
Network), Chile

The Network Operation Centre, NOC, deals with 
the ever yday operat ion of the net work. It is in 
charge of the ever yday administ rat ion, control, 
moni tor ing and operat ion of a ll physical and 
logical infrastructures which make up RedCLARA’s 
backbone. Its work aims to ensure high levels 

o f  p e r f o r m a n c e 
a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f 
t he net wor k and i t s 
interconnections.

T h e  s a m e  a s 
R e d C L A R A ’ s  N EG 
(Net work Engineer ing 
G r o u p ) ,  t h e  N O C 
repor ts to RedCLARA’s 
Technical Commit tee, 
whose aim is to keep 
t he net w o r k a t t he 
f ront ier of IP net work 
ad vanc e d se r v i c es. 
This object ive must be 
f ul f i l led t hrough t he 
c o o rdina t i on o f t he 
NOC and the NEG. Fur thermore, the Technical 
Commit tee must prov ide the best informat ion 
and the highest possible f low of communicat ions 
between both groups, protect ing those technical 
and polit ical issues of RedCLARA’s members. 

Claudia Inostroza

Elec t ronic Ci v il Engineer, graduated f rom 
Universidad de Concepción, and MA in Networks 
and Communicat ions f rom the Universidad de 
Chile. She is cur rent ly the Head of Operat ions 
at REUNA.

SEG 
NREN: National Academic Network 
for Advanced Technology (RENATA), 
Colombia

The System Engineering Group, SEG, carr ies out 
all the act ivit ies related to the administrat ion of 
servers, applications and services. Moreover, it is 
responsible for the secur ity of computer systems, 
which implies work ing on incident prevent ion, 
documentat ion and at tent ion. The SEG reviews 
t he system repor t s prov ided by t he NREN 
administrators (National Research and Education 

Marco Teixeira

Claudia Inostroza
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Net works). As regards i ts funct ioning, the SEG 
repor ts to the direct supervision of RedCLARA’s 
Technical Manager. 

The SEG is in charge o f managing a ll o f 
RedCLARA’s systems, applications and computer 
programmes (sof t ware). Its main funct ions are 
targeted in two f ields: a) System operat ion and 
monitor ing, and b) Risk prevention and secur it y.

Carlos Alber to Ramírez Guzmán

Telecommunicat ions Engineer with exper ience 
in net wor k st r uc tures and Net wor k ser v ice 
p la t f o r ms. Bor n in Supat á, Cundinamarc a, 
Colombia, he’s been a member of the SEG since 
June 2012, providing suppor t to all of RedCLARA’s 
plat forms and ser vices.

“The work team in the technical area has really 
allowed me to learn f rom their vast knowledge in 
the area of networks and systems, and also the 
human quality of every one of its members. In this 
shor t period of t ime with the whole team has been 
an enr iching exper ience f rom all points of view, 
and I am grateful for the oppor tunity I have been 
given. Likewise, I hope to continue contr ibut ing 

with my work for a long 
t ime. Ever yday there 
are new and impor tant 
challenges; I think the 
point is not how big 
the challenge is, but 
how well I can face it. 
However, I t hink t he 
quali t y of the ser v ice 
f o r t he end user i s 
very impor tant, taking 
into account that our 
commitment w i th the 
sc ient i f ic communi t y 
i s  t o  p r o v i d e t h e 
nec es s a r y t o o l s t o 
c o n t r ib u t e t o t h e ir 
research act ivit ies”. 

VNOC 
NREN: National Academic Network 
for Advanced Technology (RENATA), 
Colombia

The V ideoc on ferenc e Net wor k Op era t ion 
Cent re, VNOC, is in charge of operat ing the 
Integrated Videoconference Ser v ice, SIVIC, in 
RedCLARA. The aim of this service is to establish 
connectivity between the dif ferent Latin American 
advanced networks which make up RedCLARA, 
who regular ly par t ic ipate in v ideoconferences 
in favour of research, innovat ion and cul ture, 
requir ing the operat ion of var ious systems for 
this purpose.

The VNOC is responsible fo r maint a ining, 
conf igur ing and operat ing the systems for the 
correct development of the events of fered by the 
network to its members. The provision of these 
ser vices requires a high degree of coordinat ion 
and quali t y assurance, which is done with the 
network of contacts, procedures and the regular 
cer t i f icat ion of v ideoconference rooms and 
equipment at a Latin American level. The VNOC is 
the key actor on Vir tual Days, which are organised 
ever y month involv ing dozens, and somet imes 
hundreds of par t icipants through H323 video and 
streaming.

Natalia Ibarra Ladino

Te l e c o mmuni c a t i o n s En gin e e r f r o m t h e 
Universidad Santo Tomás –Colombia, with studies 
on the incorporat ion of Information Technologies 
in Organisations at the Universidad Politécnica de 
Valencia, Spain. She has exper ience in research 
groups at the Met ropoli tan Universi t y Net work 
in Bogotá (RUMBO – Colombia), as intern in 
Vodafone, Spain, and she is cur rent ly w i t h 
the Nat ional Academic Net work for Advanced 
Technology (RENATA) in Colombia, where she 
runs the VNOC since Apr il 13th, 2012. 

“I think the main challenge faced by the VNOC 
is to establish greater, bet ter and st ronger 

Carlos Alber to Ramírez
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c ommunic a t ion links w i t h ever y technic ian 
and users f rom the inst i tut ions and research 
cent res which make up the net work, so that i t 
is themselves who help us improve the ser vices 
available in the VNOC. The VNOC’s permanent 
improvement is a challenge faced everyday with 
the aim of ful f illing the expectat ions and needs 
of users, who in the end are the reason why our 
network exists and who help us make this service 
more competit ive and complete”.

Natalia Ibarra
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The team has grown

Meet the RedCLARA’s new 
members
Since the beginning of the year Latin American advanced networks have two 
new allies, one in the area of projects, strengthening the work done by the 
institution, and another one in the area of academic relations, in direct and close 
contact with research communities and work groups. Learn through their own 
voices who they are and what their expectations for this new stage are.

Luis Ignacio Aguirregaray Pasolini 
Project of f icer

Mi academic background is in t he area of 
Systems, and I f inished my studies a t t he 
Universidad de la República Oriental del Uruguay. 

I s t a r ted wor k ing since ver y young do ing 
p ro gramming t asks, hav ing evo l ved in my 

professional career unt il in 2003 I star ted with 
project management. Since that moment on, I 
have t r ied to become more specialised in such 
area, and I obtained the PMP (Project Manager 
Professional) cer t i f icat ion in 2007. 

I have had the pleasure of managing projects in 
many Lat in American countr ies, which has given 
me the chance to learn about di f ferent cultures 
and acquire an interest ing exper ience.

I want to thank RedCLARA for having t rusted in 
me and give me the oppor tunity to take this new 
challenge in my professional career. I am great ly 
mot ivated to take i t over, and my expectat ion 
is to cont inue evolv ing, both personally and 
professionally, based on a permanent learning.

Most o f my pro fessiona l career has been 
developed in the area of banking and microf inance, 
and today in RedCLARA I will work in a dif ferent 
area, interact ing with var ious actors, which will 
be cer tainly interest ing. 

In the f irst place, I have the expectat ion that my 
personal contr ibut ion turns out to be posit ive for 
the ent ire RedCLARA team. I understand a great 
par t of the success of organisat ions depends on 
their people and the synergy created bet ween 
people; I just want to cont r ibute with my li t t le 
grain of sand.



11

As regards professional aspects, I hope I can 
share my knowledge and exper ience in favour 
of an appropr iate follow up and cont rol of the 
projects put for ward by RedCLAR A, based on 
the def init ion of a methodology and processes 
in accordance with the inst itut ion’s funct ioning.

Claudia Córdova 
General Communit ies Coordinator

Since I was ver y li t t le I was fasc inated by 
technology; I dismant led elect r ic appliances to 
see how they worked and I did programming in 
Logo and Basic because I wanted to build a robot. 
I was happy for more than eight years working in 
INICTEL as electronic engineer; my job consisted 
in doing research on networks, IPv6, programming, 
etc. and teaching; this is why I managed to keep 
up to date, t ravelling and doing courses wherever 
I could, f rom the USA to Japan.

In  2 0 0 5 m y a r e a b e g a n t o  w o r k  in 
videoconferencing; I met the CLARA community 
and jo ined i t s Work Groups, which involved 
even fur ther t ravelling. This was a rewarding 
exper ience, not only professionally, but even 
more so at a personal level. Fur thermore, I had 
the chance to par t icipate in an FP7 project, which 
took me to Europe for the f irst t ime ever.

In 2009, af ter a compet i t ion where the f inal 
interview was conducted through videoconference, 
I had the honour of being hired by RedCLAR A 
as t raining manager. This made me go back into 
the classrooms due to diplomas on t raining and 
project administ rat ion and management (I have 
to take the PMI exam in July).

Then, at the beginning of the present year, I 
received the excellent news about the proposal for 
me to become academic community coordinator. I 
am now very happy working in the hectic Academic 
Relations Management Of f ice, connecting people, 
projects and ser vices to facili tate collaborat ive 
work in and between both regions: Lat in America 
and Europe.

My job i s now to f ac il i t a te c o llab ora t i ve 
work bet ween Lat in Amer ican and European 
researchers, and help in the creat ion of new 
research communit ies. In this I will invest all my 
enthusiasm, hard work, technical knowledge and 
new skills acquired. I do not feel I am working for 
a t ransnational or for an of fshore company; the 
feeling I have is that my work helps f r iends in 
RedCLARA to meet their goals, to make science 
and technology grow in their countr ies, so that 
their inhabitants can have a bet ter li fe.

I expect to put all my enthusiasm, hard work, 
technical knowledge and new skills acquired in 
order to ful f il the goals in my area and suggest 
new ideas which contr ibute to help RedCLARA 
to cont inue st rengthening the development of 
science, education, culture and innovation in Latin 
America through the creat ive and innovative use 
of advanced networks.
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“RedCLAR A: Name, voice and inst rument of 
collaboration in Latin America ALICE2, December 
2008 – Januar y 2013” is the t i t le of the book 
which compiles the f ive years of work of the 
“Lat in Amer ica Interconnec ted w i t h Europe” 
project(ALICE2).

The book’s introduct ion states: “As par t of the 
@LIS programme, on November 30th, 2008, the 
European Commission (EC) signed an €18 million 
contract with RedCLARA for the implementat ion 
of the ALICE2 project. The Project’s promise 
was that i t would give cont inui t y to the huge 
achievements of i ts predecessor, ALICE (which 

had been led by DANTE, institution run by the pan 
European net work GÉANT), was to consolidate 
and ex pand RedCLAR A in La t in A mer ic a, 
improving connectivit y between Latin American 
and European researchers. To provide a long-
last ing and state-of-the-ar t in f rast ruc ture for 
collaborative research and education and, through 
them, to suppor t Latin American development, was 
the golden goal and the Project accomplished it. 

“December 2008 marked the beginning of ALICE2 
and al though i ts complet ion date was due for 
September 2012, the @LIS2 Programme granted 
an ex tension of the implementat ion per iod unt il 
January 2013”.

The publicat ion, launched in February 2013, has 
f ive chapters where the reader is invited to go 
through the Project’s most impor tant milestones 
and to learn about the views of the members of the 
CLARA-TEC Work Groups, representat ives f rom 
Latin American National Research and Education 
Networks and the leaders of big networks in the 
region and the wor ld about RedCLAR A and 
regional and global collaborat ion.

The digi t a l version o f t he book is ava ilable 
to be downloaded f rom the RedCLAR A por t a l 
(W h o w e a r e > D o c um en t s > Re dCL A R A 
Pub l i c a t i o n s )  i n  Sp a n i s h ,  En g l i s h  a n d 
Por tuguese. People in terested in request ing 
p r in ted c op ies c an obt a in t hem t hrough t he 
email RedCLAR A_Comunica@redc lara.net. 

RedCLARA launches book on the 
history of the ALICE2 project
The publication spans over five years of intense work to consolidate and expand 
RedCLARA in Latin America, improving connectivity between Latin American 
and European researchers. 150 pages, five chapters, and the experiences and 
reflections of 34 characters, including researchers, technicians and regional and 
world leaders, constitute this document available online to be downloaded.
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Do you have a paper ready for TICAL2013?

Meet the objectives and topics 
of the Conference 
On July 8 and 9, 2013, Cartagena of Indias (Colombia) will host the Third 
Conference of Information and Communication Technologies Directors from 
higher education institutions.

Those involved in ICT management in Lat in 
A mer ican universi t ies are inv i ted to submi t 
papers, before Apr il 15th, 2013 and preferably 
on the issues here descr ibed, and according to 
the authors guide published on the website of the 
Conference, through the email: t ical@redclara.net

Objectives and suggested topics:

1. Share Collaborative Experiences

Ex p er ienc es o r p ro jec t s w here di f f e ren t 
inst i tut ions have par t ic ipated generat ing, f rom 
collaborat ion, benef its for each of i ts members. 
The following topics are examples of this axis:

• Cooperative acquirement of goods and services

• Collaborat ive ser vices: eduroam, etc.

• Federat ions

• Grids

• Collaborat ive systems developments

• Access to Digital Librar ies

• Contingency plans for disaster recovery.

2. Solut ions for Teaching and Research

Ex p er i enc es f r om imp lem en t e d p r o jec t s 
or operat i ve ser v ices t hat impac t prov iding 
meaningful solut ions for research, teaching or 
management in higher educat ion inst i tu t ions, 
such as:

Scient i f ic visualizat ion

• Tools for simulat ion

• Tools for collaborat ion

• Vir tual computer labs

• Solut ions for project management
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• Management and dist r ibut ion of specialized 
sof tware

• Cloud based solut ions

• Solut ions based on mobile devices

• Technology in the classroom

• Knowledge management: repositor ies, digital 
magazines, etc.

• Solut ions based on third par ty ser vices

• Mult imedia.

3. Management Solut ions

Ex p er ienc es f r om deve lop ed p ro jec t s o r 
ser v ices in operat ion that are producing real 
impact by prov iding meaning ful solu t ions for 
research, teaching or management in higher 
education inst itut ions. Among them:

• Solut ions for collaborat ive work

• Solut ions for project management

• Cloud based solut ions

• Solut ions based on mobile devices

• Business Intelligence

• Suppor t for the accreditat ion process

• Document management and digitalizat ion

• Solut ions based on third par ty ser vices

• Solut ions of added-value on inf rastructure.

4. Management and Governance of ICT

Share projects and developed act ions in higher 
education inst itut ions to manage the ICT area in 
an ef f icient, ef fect ive and aligned with corporate 
object ives way. The fo llow ing are the issues 
suggested:

• Structure and HR

• Policies

• Secur it y management

• Strategy

• Project Management

• Innovation management

• Adaptabili t y to environment

• Funding / costs

• Protect ion of the intellectual proper t y and 
digitalized information

• ICT Knowledge Management

• Process management

• Metr ic.

5. Infrastructure

Ex p er ienc es f r om deve lop ed p ro jec t s o r 
ser v ices in operat ion that have improved the 
informat ic and/or communicat ion inf rast ructure 
of higher education inst itut ions, to enhance the 
oppor tunit ies to of fer new and bet ter ser vices. 
Some suggested topics are:

• Networking

• Wireless networks

• PKI

• Videoconferencing Systems

• Storage

• Data Centers

• Outsourcing

• Clouds as inf rastructure

• VOIP

• IPv6

• High Per formance Computing (HPC).

Important dates

April 15th: Paper submission

May 15th: Authors noti f icat ion

July 8th and 9th: TICAL 2013 Conference - 
Car tagena de Indias, Colombia

More information: 
http://tical_2013.redclara.net/es/index.html
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The est abli shment o f a direc t submar ine 
telecommunications cable between Latin America 
and Europe is on the agenda on the leaders 
f rom count r ies in these t wo regions. This was 
shown at the 1st Summit of the Communit y of 
Lat in Amer ican and Car ibbean States, with the 
European Union, EU, (EU CELAC), held at the end 
of January in Chile.

The proposal submit ted to the group by Brazil 
is the result of a feasibili t y study developed by 
the National Network for Education and Research 
(RNP) – inst itut ion that operates the advanced 
network inf rastructure for academic research in 
Brazil (rede Ipê) – and its counterpar ts in Lat in 
Amer ica and Europe. The aim of the ini t iat ive 
is to increase the capacit y of t raf f ic exchange 
between regions, thus enabling the advancement 
of internat ional collaborat ive research.

According to the advisor f rom the Administration 
Depar t ment o f RNP, Noc o lau Meise l, w ho 
at tended the event, most leaders agreed on the 
impor tance of a new cable to replace the only one 
current ly exist ing (see picture), whose capacity 
is very limited for the present demand. The new 
inf rast ructure will increase the communicat ion 
capac i t y and w ill reduce costs for both the 
Research and Development (R+D) and Education 
community, as well as for commercial use.

“Modern technology makes it possible to have 
lower costs and greater capacity”, stated Meisel, 
who added that the new projects for connection 
bet ween Brazil and Europe through Af r ica and 
through the USA tend to have higher costs. The 
project called “Europe Link with Lat in America”, 

Latin American and European 
countries accept proposal for 
submarine cable that will join 
both regions

Comunicaciones RNP

ELLA, also shows that the connections current ly 
available through the USA can be up to 20 t imes 
more expensive that those exist ing between the 
USA and Europe.

The proposal submit ted by Brazil at the 1st CELAC 
was endorsed and it is par t of the resolut ions of 
the 1st EU-CELAC Summit, but without technical 
details or a deadline for implementat ion. It will be 
task of the new EU-CELAC administration, which is 
in of f ice since the end of January 2013, to submit 
the work plan for all the init iat ives proposed at 
the meeting, including the intercontinental cable.

Current submarine cable
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With the aim of of fer ing C@ribNet, the net work 
run by CKLN, the tools developed by RedCLAR A 
for i ts communit ies and promot ing the inclusion 
of communi t ies bet ween the regions, a team 
o f  en gin e e r s c o o r din a t e d by Re dCL A R A 
accomplished the development of a collaborat ive 
por tal for the Caribbean Knowledge and Learning 
Net work, CKLN).

According to Car los González, Project Engineer 
at RedCLAR A, t he por t a l w ill use t he same 
plat form and ser v ices of fered by RedCLAR A, 
bu t w i t h a persona lised image and design. 
“The system was created based on the Joomla 
content management system and Joomsocial for 
speci f ic communit y management. The act iv i t ies 
involved the updat ing of the plat form to provide 
more secure and ef fec t i ve ser v ices and the 
adjustments to enable collaborat ion bet ween 
scient ists both within the CKLN net work as well 
as within RedCLAR A”, he explains. 

Fur thermore, providing these ser v ices in the 
same plat form w ill be ver y impor tant for the 
inc lusion of research communi t ies f rom Lat in 
Amer ica and the Car ibbean, since i t w ill enable 
C@ribnet users to join groups in Lat in Amer ica 
and v ice versa. 

Cur rent ly CKLN has an informat ion por tal, and 
therefore the new system will make i t possible 

With the support of RedCLARA 

CKLN launches collaborative 
portal
Since February 26, the Caribbean network has a collaborative space that makes 
use of the platform developed by RedCLARA and which provides its users with 
tools for event management, organisation of desktop virtual conferences, 
creation of collaborative documents and the transfer of heavy files. All of this has 
also promoted and facilitated the interaction of scientists and academics from 
the Caribbean with their peers in Latin America and the rest of the world. 

Tania Altamirano L.
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to expand i ts of fer of ser v ices for C@r ibnet 
researchers. The services that will be available are:

• Community management tools (news, photos, 
videos, forums, messaging)

• SI V IC – H323 v i d e o c o n f e r e n c e a n d 
webconference booking system

• C@rib Cafe VC (based on RedCLAR A’s VC 
Espresso) – Web conference system

• Academic events and act ivit ies manager

• Heavy f ile t ransfer

A ll o f t he por ta l’s technica l ac t i v i t ies were 
organised in a three month span by a team of 
three people, t wo of them in Bogotá, Colombia: 
Germán Wilches and Dav id Quintero, and of 
them in Mér ida, Venezuela, Daniela Gut iér rez, 
coordinated by RedCLAR A’s Project Engineer. 

According to González, this init iat ive capitalises 
on the t wo years of permanent development of 
RedCLAR A’s communit ies por tal and now that i t 
begins to be replicated, f irst w ith C@ribnet and 
also with the provision of ser v ices to suppor t 
communit ies  w ith people in Europe and Lat in 
Amer ica through the ELCIR A project. 

“Since the system is up “in the cloud” we will be 
in charge of the second level suppor t, which will 
be incorporated with the suppor t w ith provide 
for RedCLAR A’s ser v ices, in terms of backups, 
availabili t y management and ser ver reset t ing”, 
concludes González.
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The publication summarises the 
progress of the regional pilot site (ht tp://
lareferencia.redclara.net) for access to the 
scienti f ic documentation of nine countr ies 
and the national ef for ts to successfully 
complete this init iat ive.

Summary

Af ter signing the Regional Agreement for t he 
Const ruct ion of the Federated Net work of Lat in 
A mer ican Inst i t u t iona l Reposi tor ies, t he road 
leads to a more equi t able sc ient i f ic v is ibili t y. 
A longside State Po lic ies, other technologica l 
and o rgani sa t i ona l asp ec t s a l so rep resen t 
a ma jo r cha llenge in t he c ons t r uc t i on o f a 
f avo ur a b l e c ul t ur e f o r  t h e L A Re f e r en c i a 
ini t ia t i ve.

W i t h t he idea o f hav ing a p i l o t s i t e f r om 
which users can access quick ly and easily to 
sc ient i f ic in for mat ion f rom the nine count r ies 
t ha t o r i gina ll y t ake pa r t in t he p ro jec t, t he 
nat iona l ini t ia t i ves cont r ibu te drop by drop to 
what could become a sea of benef i t s fo r open 
access to know ledge in Lat in A mer ica. 

Content previews

- Editor ial: It’s the beginning

A lejandro Cecat to, Secretar y o f  Sc ient i f ic 
Techno lo gic A r t icula t ion o f t he A rgent inean 
Minist r y of Science, Technology and Product ive 
Innovat ion. 

“This f ir st step t aken w i t h LA Referenc ia is 
pa r t o f a much more c omp lex bu t c er t a inl y 
nec e s s a r y di sc us s i o n ab o u t t he e q ui t y in 
access to know ledge in genera l and sc ient i f ic 
know ledge in par t icular, w i t h t he expec tat ion 
o f p rov iding inc reasingly c loser to t he idea l 
f o r t he p ro duc t ion and disseminat ion o f t he 
resul t s o f research in our count r ies”.

- Making Science visible

Margar i t a Lisowska: Human cooperat ion in 
t he foref ront

Fo r t h e t e c hni c a l  c o o r dina t o r o f  t h e LA 
Referenc ia pro jec t, t he greatest expec tat ion 
is to have a ll c ount r ies inc or pora ted in t his 
net wo r k t ha t w il l  make i t p o s s ib le t o o f f e r 
qua li t y c on ten t s in muc h grea te r quan t i t y. 
The requirement is ver y c lear: t he promot ion 
o f t he c reat ion o f Inst i t u t iona l Rep osi to r ies 
in c ount r ies, w i t h na t iona l p o lic ies and t he 
c reat ion o f count r y-c lusters so t hey can jo in 
LA Referenc ia t hrough t he agreed st andards 
and protoco ls.

Carmen Glor ia Labbé:  
Consensus as the f irst step

The rep resent a t i ve o f RedCLAR A and t he 
st rategic coordinator o f LA Referenc ia admi t s 
t hat dur ing t he pro jec t’s development a ver y 
f av o ur a b l e s c e n a r i o  w a s c r e a t e d,  w h e r e 
g o ve r nm e n t s  b e g a n t o  a c k n o w l e d g e t h e 
imp or t anc e o f op en ac c ess and t he impac t 

Special Edition of LA Referencia

Latin America concludes first 
page on Open Access

Ysabel Briceño/LA Referencia   
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i t c ould have in t he v is ibili t y o f t he region’s 
sc ient i f ic p ro duc t ion, by bec oming aware o f 
t he fac t t ha t i t i s an opp or tuni t y to rever se 
bibliomet r ic indexes, in w hich Lat in A mer ica 
has a lways been lef t behind.

Mauricio Bouskela: Incorporating knowledge

The IADB representative in this initiative explains 
that this institution, present in 26 countr ies across 
Lat in America and the Car ibbean, gives pr ior it y 
to joint work to put for ward the object ives of the 
LA Referencia project. 

Neelie Kroes: European consent

Regarding t he regiona l agreement in La t in 
A mer ica, t he v ice-president o f t he European 
Commission has sa id: “you should be proud 
o f t he s igna ture o f t his agreement. You a re 
show ing the benef i t s obta ined when count r ies 
wor k jo int l y and co llaborat i vely”. 

- The countr ies drop by drop:

• Chile: ensur ing qualit y

• Argentina: along a good road

• Ecuador: a joint commitment

• Brazil: developing the pic ture of scient i f ic 
product ion

• Peru: a Draf t Bill which fur thers the road

• Venezuela: f inding opp or t uni t ies f o r a ll 
universit ies

• El Salvador: joining the nat ional ef for t

• Mexico: feeding var ious init iat ives

• Colombia: ar t iculat ing init iat ives

- Constructing the regional pilot experience

Na t i o na l  n et w o r ks o r c lus t e r s w i l l  b e in 
c ha r g e o f  s e l e c t in g t h e r ep o s i t o r i e s t ha t 
w il l  b e pa r t o f i t  in each c oun t r y, ensur ing 
t hey c omp l y w i t h t he agre e d p r o t o c o l.  By 
in c o r p o r a t in g t h e r e s o ur c e s o bt a in e d by 
t he na t i ona l rep os i t o r ies, o t her c en t ra li sed 

ser v ic es such as LA Referenc ia, Uni ver s ia, 
Wor ldCat, BASE, among others, w ill be able 
t o ex t rac t in f o r mat ion f ree l y and in a we ll-
o rdered way.

The LA Referencia project aims at an 
agreed strategy and a framework of 
agreements on the interoperability 
and management of information for 
the construction and maintenance of 
a Federated Network of Institutional 
Repositories of Scientific Publications 
in Latin American member countries. 

Download the publication in the following link:
http://lareferencia.redclara.net/rfr/sites/default/files/edicion-
especial-referencia.pdf
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From Februar y 25th, 2013 i+CLAR A is online, 
the new proposal of RedCLARA (Lat in American 
Cooperat ion of Advanced Networks) which aims 
to suppor t the innovat ion processes in Lat in 
Amer ica, especially in the universi t y-company 
connection, and to disseminate knowledge related 
to technology management in all i ts aspects.

 

The site has a f r iendly informative architecture 
that allows the user to easily navigate the content 
and to access f rom the home page to news, ads, 
inter views, documents and links. Besides it has a 
central area divided into three par ts: the lef t side 
shows the work of i+CLAR A, the cent ral area, 
includes highlighted content, and the r ight menu 
contains current and novel information.

One of the mail aspects of i+CLARA is that it 
foster the creat ion of innovat ion communit ies, 
which through RedCLARA por tal can not only enjoy 
a pr ivate environment for the development of their 
activit ies, but also it provides online collaboration 
tools such as desk top v ideoconferencing (VC 
Espresso), la rge f iles system t ransfer, w ik i 
creator,  publisher for photographs and videos, 
event manager (Indico), documentat ion manager 
(DSpace), aler ts of f inancing funds and events, 
par tner search, among others.

TICAL is the f irst communit y of innovat ion in 
RedCLARA.

i+CLARA: The space of 
innovation in Latin America
With a modern interface and a clear and friendly design, this initiative of 
RedCLARA gathers documents, links, news and announcements related to 
research and development, the university/company relationship, technology 
transfer, intellectual property, R&D networks and technology parks. It also 
fosters the creation of communities and provides them with an integral and 
collaborative space. Welcome all.

Tania Altamirano L.

Visit the i+CLARA Website: 
http://innovacion.redclara.net/



Agenda 2013

MAY

JUNE

APRIL

17-18 | ACORN- REDECOM 2013 Conference

Mexico City, Mexico

http://www.acorn-redecom.org/

27 - 01 June | Cloud Computing 2013 - Fourth 
International Conference on Cloud Computing, GRIDs, 
and Virtualization

Valencia, Spain

http://www.iaria.org/conferences2013/
CLOUDCOMPUTING13.html

3-6 | TERENA Networking Conference 2013

Maastricht, Netherlands

https://tnc2013.terena.org/

05-07 | ICCS 2013 - International Conference on 
Computational Science

Barcelona, Spain

http://www.iccs-meeting.org/iccs2013/

17 - 21 | HPDC'13 - 22nd International ACM Symposium 
on High-Performance Parallel and Distributed 
Computing

New York, United States

http://www.hpdc.org/2013/

3-5 | Fourth Ministerial Conference on the Information 
Society in Latin America and the Caribbean - Results of 
the @LIS2 Programme

Montevideo, Uruguay

http://www.cepal.org/elac2015/

3-5 | Target Conference

Groningen, Netherlands

http://www.targetconference.eu/

8-12 | EGI Community Forum 2013

Manchester, United Kingdom

http://cf2013.egi.eu/

15-17 | CUDI Spring Meeting 2013

Querétaro, Mexico

http://www.cudi.edu.mx/primavera_2013/

15-16 | 5th PRACE Executive Industrial Seminar

Stuttgart, Germany

http://www.prace-project.eu/PRACE-Industrial-Seminar-
2013?lang=en

16-18 | GlobusWORLD 2013

Chicago, United States 

http://www.globusworld.org/

21-24 | Internet2 Annual Meeting

Arlington, Virginia, United States

http://events.internet2.edu/2013/spring-mm/

22 -24 | 6th European Altair Technology Conference

Turin, Italy

http://www.altairhtc.com/RegionalHome.aspx?region=e
urope&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
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